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A  Call  to  Prayer. 

IRemember  in  Sails  prater,  also  in  tbe 
Sanctuary  anfc  pra^er=meetinfl,  tbe  Bmeri= 
can  JBoarfc  of  Commissioners  for  ^Foreign 
/HMssions,  wbose  ftelDa  are  located  in 
twenty  important  centers  of  influence 
among  tbe  unex>angeli3et>. 

Special  Requests. 

1.  Pray  that  the  missionaries,  539  in  number,  may 

be  blessed  in  their  prayerful,  self-sacrificing, 
and  persevering  efforts  to  tell  of  Christ. 

2.  Pray  for  the  native  helpers,  3,000  in  number, 

that  they  may  be  kept  in  steadfast  faith  as 
they  minister  in  the  gospel  to  their  own 
people. 

3.  Pray  for  the  churches   and  schools   that   they 

may  realize  their  great  importance  as  light 
bearers  in  a  dense  darkness. 

4.  Pray  for  the  officers  and  Prudential  Committee 

of  the  Board  that  they  may  be  specially 
guided  in  the  conduct  of  the  work  by  the 
Spirit  of  God. 

5.  Pray  that  the  influence  of  this  work  may  be 

felt  in  all  the  home  churches  leading  every 
one  to  make  larger  efforts  to  adequately 
support  the  Board. 

6.  Pray  that  God  will  now  pour   out   His  Spirit 

upon  all  flesh,  that  all  the  ends  of  the  earth 
may  see  the  salvation  of  our  God. 

"  It  is  not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit, 
saith  the  Lord." 

When  ye  pray  say  :  "  Thy  Kingdom  come." 


J\  forward  movement 


WHY   IS   IT   NEEDED? 

With  solemn  impressiveness  God  is  calling 
to  the  Congregational  churches.  The  mis- 
sionaries write  of  opportunity,  awakening, 
eagerness  to  hear  the  gospel,  and  the  visita- 
tions of  God's  Spirit. 

They  also  write  us  that  their  numbers  are 
inadequate,  and  the  funds  quite  insufficient 
to  enable  them  to  take  the  forward  move- 
ment which  Providence  indicates.  They  are 
heavy-hearted. 

In  our  own  land,  despite  the  hard  times, 
there  have  been  means  for  many  things, 
which,  had  they  been  given  in  the  spirit  of 
sacrifice,  would  have  lifted  the  church  at  home 
to  a  higher  plane  of  spiritual  power,  and  given 
impulse,  like  a  new  enthusiasm,  to  the  mis- 
sion work. 

Every  mercantile  agency  reports  undoubted 
revival  in  business,  unbounded  confidence  in 
business,  the  opening  of  mills,  the  whirl  of 
traffic,  and  plenteous   harvests,  with  peace. 

The  6,000  Congregational  churches  with 
their  600,000  members  (see  page  23),  the 
400,000  members  of  the  Endeavor  Societies 
(see  page  11),  and  the  750,000  members  of 
the  Sunday-schools  (see  pages  10,  11),  men, 
women,  and  children,  are  the  constituency, 
and  as  such  are  put  on  the  defensive. 


THE   FORWARD   MOVEMENT, 
$100,000   ADVANCE. 

Is  It  Possible? 

The  Board  has  reached  that  pivotal  point 

in   the    battle  when   there  must  be  a  quick 

advance  or  a   hasty  retreat.     Which?     The 

churches  must  answer.     In  the  presence  of 

the  numbers  and  wealth  of  our  constituency, 

with  rich  churches  and  many  a  millionaire, 

can  it  be  doubted  that  the  average  income  is 

equal  to  $1   per    day?     If   so,   and    if    each 

member  would  give  one  tenth  of  his  income 

to  God  and  one  sixth  of  that  tenth  to  foreign 

missions,  it  would  be    $3,800,000  annually. 

What  a  revival  at  home  and   abroad  would 

follow  ! 

$100,000    advance?     Of   course   it   is  pos- 
sible ! 

1.  The  regular  annual  income  of  the  Board 
should  be  increased  by  Si 00,000  in  order  to 
maintain  the  present  position.  Legacies  can- 
not be  depended  upon.  The  churches  are 
our  confidence. 

2.  If  the  painful  and  crippling  reductions 
of  the  past  three  years  are  to  be  made  good, 
there  is  need  of  at  least  $45,000  for  most 
reasonable  necessities. 

3.  With  wonderful  openings  for  new  work 
and  with  urgent  appeals  for  reinforcements,  is 
not  God  calling  for  advance?  (Read  pages 
15-21.)  It  would  occasion  a  thrill  of  joy  in 
every  land  if  that  advance  should  reach 
$45,000  more. 

There  is  ability  to  7nake  this  advance  of 
$200,000  if  "  every  church  and  every  member 
of  every  church  "  is  ready  to  contribute  to 
the  Board. 


THE   FORWARD   MOVEMENT, 
$100,000   ADVANCE. 

Give  Attention.     Can  Further  Reduc- 
tions be  Made? 

Could  they  be  made  in  the  Home  Depart- 
ment? Less  publicity  to  the  work  of  the 
Board  would  be  an  economy,  but  of  a  kind 
that  is  wasteful. 

Could  they  be  made  in  Native  Helpers? 
Yes,  by  sweeping  them  away.  Certainly,  by 
closing  hospitals  and  turning  away  the  suffer- 
ing, by  giving  up  orphanages,  schools,  and 
churches,  and  firusting  the  youth  back  into 
heathenism,  by  stopping  the  press  and  dis- 
missing the  helpers.     (See  pages  15  and  19.) 

Could  they  be  made  in  allowances  to  re- 
turned missionaries  and  their  children  ?  No 
one  could  ask  it  !  The  missionaries  come 
home  occasionally,  but  they  are  homeless 
here.  Their  children  are  without  home  too. 
It  cannot  be  in  this  way  ! 

Could  it  be  made  in  the  salaries  on  the 
field?  We  pledge  a  comfortable  support. 
Health  requires  care.  Every  mission  has 
been  asked  this  year  to  revise  salaries  on  the 
basis  of  actual  necessities.  This  has  been 
done  with  a  careful  hand.  Can  we  do  less 
than  give  them  the  amount  asked? 

Could  it  be  made  in  the  missionary  force  ? 
This  is  a  fair  question.  We  will  discharge 
Dr.  Barnum,  Dr.  Hume,  Dr.  Davis  and,  say 
twenty  others.  What  can  they  do  for  them- 
selves in  that  foreign  clime  to  which  they 
went  with  our  pledges  of  support  ?  We  must 
care  for  them  until  they  can  make  a  turn. 
We  must  bring  them  home.     It  will  cost  as 


much  as  to  keep  them.  The  missionary  is  as 
necessary  to  the  native  helpers  and  churches 
as  is  the  general  to  his  army.    (See  page  17.) 

These  things  will  not  do;  better,  infinitely, 
a  Forward  Movement,  $100,000. 

THE    FORWARD   MOVEHENT, 
$100,000  ADVANCE. 

Attention.     One  flore  Chance. 

Could  reduction  be  made  by  giving  up  a 
mission  ?  What  a'  pity  to  abandon  a  field 
consecrated  by  tears  and  prayers.  "  Every 
mission  is  dear  to  the  Board  and  its  con- 
stituents. Around  each  of  these  missions 
have  gathered  a  host  of  friends ;  they  are 
centers  of  circles  of  men  and  women  in- 
terested in  their  prosperity  and  growth.  The 
churches  have  learned  to  love  them.  Suppose 
we  retire  from  Japan  ;  it  will  cost  us  as  many 
thousands  of  dollars  to  bring  the  missionaries 
home  and  support  them  till  they  can  make 
adjustment  of  their  changed  conditions  as  it 
does  now  to  maintain  them.  And  then  the 
lamentation  from  the  missionaries  and  their 
followers,  and  those  who  feel,  and  pray,  and 
labor  for  Japan,  but  one  tenth  part  of  one  per 
cent  of  whose  people  have  yet  learned  of  the 
world's  Redeemer. 

"  Suppose  we  retire  from  Micronesia.  The 
missionary  spirit,  born  in  the  hearts  of  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  the  children  in  our 
churches  in  each  of  the  last  two  generations, 
would  receive  a  hurt  which  we  cannot  afford. 

"Abandon  any  one  of  our  missions  ;  there 
would  be  a  little  more  money  in  our  purses, 
a  little  less  call  for  our  sons  and  daughters. 
But  it  would  stifle  many  a  prayer  that  has 


lived  in  the  soul  for  years ;  it  would  turn 
back  the  tide  of  love,  sunder  the  dearest 
Christian  ties,  and  blot  out  many  fairest 
hopes.     We  cannot  afford  such  losses." 

The  Prudential  Committee  asked  this  ques- 
tion of  the  Board.  It  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  fifteen.  They  reported  adversely. 
The  challenge  is  before  the  churches. 

A  Forward  Movement  is  necessary.    Will 
you  share  in  it? 

THE   FORWARD   MOVEMENT, 
$100,000   ADVANCE. 

A  Misconception. 

How  easily  many  speak,  sometimes  petu- 
lantly, "  If  there  is  no  money,  stop  the  work, 
shut  up  the  mission,  but  do  not  go  into 
debt."  The  missionaries  have  reached  the 
limit  of  their  resources,  but  Christians  in 
America  have  not.  The  native  helpers  have 
sacrificed  so  much  that  they  often  feel  the 
pangs  of  hunger.  They  know  better  than  we 
what  it  all  means  when  work  is  given  up  after 
years  of  sacrifice.  To  abandon  a  Christian 
school  often  means  a  heathen  school  in  place. 
(See  pages  17,  18.)  To  give  up  the  ground  that 
has  been  fought  for,  inch  by  inch,  for  long 
years  is  to  permit  it  to  be  taken  by  the  enemy. 
To  regain  such  a  field  is  a  harder  battle  than 
the  first  conquest. 

"If  we  were  to  cut  off  our  work,  as  we  are 
supposed  to  do,  fifty-two  per  cent,  it  would 
mean  that  twelve  village  schools  must  be 
closed ;  three  hundred  children  deprived  of 
their  only  chance  of  learning  anything  good ; 
twelve  faithful  teachers  turned  adrift ;  ten 
catechists   and   pastors   and    preachers  with 


their  families  dismissed  ;  and  churches  closed 
up  which  have  been  giving  out  their  steady 
light  beside  the  debasing  glare  of  scores  of 
Hindu  temples." —  W.  O.  Ballantine,  M.D., 

India. 

Better  far  the  Forward  Movement  and  its 
$100,000  advance. 

THE  FORWARD  HOVE/TENT, 

$100,000  ADVANCE. 

Suggestions. 

1.  There  should  be  some  way  —  the  pulpit 
is  a  great  factor  in  the  case  —  to  bring  the  im- 
portant facts  concerning  the  work  of  the 
American  Board  to  the  people  in  practical 
and  interesting  ways. 

2.  There  must  be  some  painstaking  way  de- 
vised in  every  church  that  shall  give  every 
member  a  direct  opportunity  to  contribute  to 
the  work.  The  Old  South  Church  of  Boston 
has  done  this  for  fifty  years.  It  is  the  secret 
of  its  power.  This  was  recently  done  at  the 
Eliot  Church  in  Newton,  Mass.,  and  the 
gifts  were  much  increased.  In  West  Roxbury 
the  effort  was  made  and  the  increase  was  125 
per  cent.  The  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in 
St.  Louis  used  the  method  and  the  gain  was 
threefold.  A  pastor  of  a  small  church  in 
New  Hampshire  with  about  forty  families 
wrote,  "  It  was  the  best  thing  we  ever  did." 

THE   OLD    SOUTH    PLAN. 

A  live  missionary  committee.  A  letter  is  sent  to 
every  family  with  a  collection  envelope.  A  prayer- 
meeting  is  given  to  the  subject.  A  sermon  is  preached 
on  the  Sabbath.  Sometimes  a  conference  is  held  with 
the  leading  men  of  the  church.  Then  all  are  ready  to 
contribute,  and  if  any  are  absent  at  the  time  of  the 
collection  the  missionary  committee  gives  them  a  call. 
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AN   OFFER. 

Several  pastors  have  printed  letters  for 
their  own  use  in  carrying  out  this  plan.  They 
have  permitted  us  to  use  their  letters  for  the 
benefit  of  other  pastors.  We  will  print  for 
you  one  of  these  letters  in  a  tasteful  form, 
furnish  a  collection  envelope  and  some  leaflet 
that  will  be  timely,  and  enclose  them  all  in  a 
plain  white  envelope,  ready  for  you  to  send 
them  into  every  family  either  by  post  or  a 
messenger.  It  is  not  the  best  way  to  distribute 
them  in  the  pews.  They  should  be  given  out 
the  week  before  the  collection.  Please  send 
for  samples. 

3.  Again  we  suggest  a  live  missionary  com- 
mittee to  lead  in  the  way  of  instruction,  to 
call  for  special  prayers  until  the  missionary 
work  becomes  a  part  of  church  life.  This 
will  develop  the  spirit  of  giving  in  a  systematic 
way.  Missionary  work  must  not  be  a  part  of 
a  money-getting  scheme.  The  standard  must 
be  set  high.  We  commend  the  missionary 
concert.  We  would  urge  a  tenth  legion. 
We  would  circulate  literature  freely  and  often. 

SENTENCE  SUGGESTIONS. 

Secure  as  far  as  is  possible  the  help  of  re- 
turned missionaries.  Ask  the  young  people  to 
act  as  collectors,  and  give  them  the  attractive 
dollar  collecting  wheels.  Twenty  wheels  in 
an  Endeavor  Society  or  Sunday-school  would 
mean  as  many  dollars.  These  are  furnished 
by  the  Board  if  desired, 

Use  lantern  slides.  For  these  write  to  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Swett,  Congregational  House, 
Boston. 

Invite  a  company  of  friends  and  neighbors 
to  your  parlor  for  a  conference.     A  recent 


dinner  given  by  an  earnest  man  of  Brookline, 
Mass.,  to  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  his  church 
resulted  in  raising  $  i ,  i oo.  Now  the  Harvard 
Brotherhood  have  assumed  the  support  of  a 
missionary  in  China  as  an  extra  gift. 

Stir  up  the  rising  generation  with  earnest 
lessons  in  giving.  (See  pages  10,  n.)  A 
Sunday-school  i?i  Springfield,  Mass.,  has 
taken  the  support  of  a  missionary  and  the 
interest  is  increased  fourfold.  The  Pilgri?n 
Church  of  Cleveland  has  several  hundred 
children  in  its  school  who  know  about  China 
because  they  have  a  missio?iary  there. 

Write  a  few  letters  to  friends  and  use  the 
mails.  Your  letter  may  win  a  friend  to 
foreign  missions. 

Plan  for  a  missionary  rally  in  your  church 
and  invite  neighboring  churches  to  join  you. 
We  will  help  as  far  as  we  can.  Write  to 
District  Secretaries  Creegan  or  Hitchcock,  or 
to  Secretary  Daniels  in  Boston,  according  to 
the  district  in  which  you  live. 

THE    FORWARD   MOVEnENT, 
$100,000   ADVANCE. 

For  the  5unday=Schools. 

We  offered  last  year,  and  renew  it  this,  a 
special  object  for  the  Sunday-schools  in  the 
form  of  the  MICRONESIAN  NAVY.  Its 
purpose  is  to  carry  the  Word  of  God,  and  to 
inaugurate  the  reign  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
The  Navy  consists  of  three  vessels,  The 
Morning  Star,  The  Robert  W.  Logan,  and 
The  Hiram  Bingham. 

The  children  in  our  Sunday-schools  own 
these  vessels,  and  we  ask  them  to  help  in 
their  support.     As  loyal  to  Jesus  Christ  as  to 


our  country,  why  may  not  each  school  take  a 
share  in  this  work  ?     This  is  the  plan  :  — 

i .  For  every  School  Share  of  gio  we  offer 
for  the  library  either  of  the  beautifully  illus- 
trated volumes,  "  Mission  Stories  in  Many 
Lands,"  or  "In  Lands  Afar." 

2.  For  Class  or  Individual  Shares  of  $10 

copies  of  either  of  the  books  named  above 
may  be  chosen. 

3.  For  Individual  Collectors  of  $1  we  offer 
the  interesting  booklet,  "The  Story  of  the 
Morning  Stars."  For  such  collectors  we  will 
send  on  request  the  dollar  collection  wheels. 

4.  For  Individual  Shares  of  ten  cents  each 
a  beautiful  certificate  of  ownership  in  the 
Navy,  with  pictures  of  the  vessels,  will  be 
given. 

The  American  Board  is  sadly  in  need  of 
this  help  from  the  Sunday-schools  of  the  land. 
Less  than  goo  of  the  more  than  6,000  schools 
helped  us  last  year.  There  is  room  for  a 
Forward  Movement 

A   WORD   TO   YOUNG    PEOPLE. 

In  your  hands  is  the  work  of  the  future.  In 
this  generation  is  the  greatest  uprising  of 
youth  ever  known.  Will  you  not  help  in  the 
work  of  foreign  missions? 

Plan  to  give  systematically  and  proportionately. 

Join  the  Tenth  Legion. 

Have  your  missionary  meeting  and  a  wise  mis- 
sionary committee. 

Resolve  to  keep  a  representative  on  the  field. 

Your  pledge  implies  doing  this  work,  which  is  near 
to  the  heart  of  Christ. 

Only  1,200  of  our  four  thousand  Societies 
of  Christian  Endeavor  contribute  to  the  work 


of  foreign   missions.      Let  the    number    be 
doubled  in  1899  ! 

Group  your  Societies  and  take  the  support 
of  a  missionary  by  the  Forward  Movement 
Share  System. 

A   WORD   WITH    BUSINESS   HEN. 

"The  men  of  business  must  learn  to  live  for 
Christ  in  their  business  of  making  money  as 
wholly  as  the  missionary  lives  for  the  same 
master  in  reaching  souls.  They  must  pursue 
business  for  Christ,  gain  wealth  for  Christ,  and 
give  it  to  Christ,  just  as  the  missionary  lays 
his  life  upon  the  altar  of  love.  These  mis- 
sionaries cannot  go  to  their  work,  nor  can  the 
work  go  on  until  the  burden  thereof  is  assumed 
by  the  men  of  business.  When  we  think  of 
the  incomparable  spiritual  worth  of  money  at 
this  time  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  how  much 
good  can  be  done  with  it,  how  many  agencies 
set  in  motion  and  sustained  by  it,  then  the 
profession  of  the  business  man,  who  would 
give  his  means  and  strength  to  the  cause  of 
Christ,  rises  in  dignity  and  power  until  it  is  a 
real  and  living  ministry." 

WHY   HAVE   A  WILL? 

A  will  should  be  made  when  you  are  in 
sound  health  of  mind  and  body. 

Every  one  having  property  or  any  rights  of 
inheritance  should  make  a  will  to  save  much 
trouble.  True,  some  wills  are  contested  and 
broken,  but  most  of  them  are  administered  as 
the  legatee  wishes. 

You  may  not  be  able  to  give  much  while 
you  live,  but  can  perhaps  help  Christ  and 
His  cause  after  you  are  gone. 


HOW   MAKE   A   WILL. 

Let  it  be  simple  and  clear.  No  compli- 
cated or  technical  language  is  needed.  Let 
it  be  signed  by  three  competent  persons  as 
witnesses,  who  are  not  interested  in  the  will. 
Put  the  will  in  safe  hands  where  it  can  easily 
be  found  after  you  are  gone.  Destroy  all 
previous  wills  if  there  are  any.  Laws  differ 
in  different  States.  It  is  always  well  to  con- 
sult the  best  legal  talent.  If  your  will  is  made 
in  favor  of  the  American  Board,  notify  the 
treasurer  that  he  may  make  note  of  it. 

Send  to  Mr.  Frank  H.  Wiggin,  Treasurer, 
Congregational  House,  Boston,  for  form  of 
will  and  such  necessary  facts  in  regard  to 
the  Board,  as  relate  to  a  will. 

PREFERRED  BY  HIANY  TO  A  WILL. 

One  may  be  his  own  executor  by  giving 
such  sum  of  money  as  he  wishes  to  the  Ameri- 
can Board  and  receiving  from  it  a  reasonable 
rate  of  interest  during  lifetime.  This  method 
secures  a  reasonable  and  safe  income  during 
life  and  then  the  money  goes  to  the  mis- 
sionary cause.  The  bond  of  the  Board  is  of 
unquestioned  security.  Wills  may  be  broken 
and  the  money  go  where  you  would  not  have 
it.  Give  to  the  Board  while  you  live,  and  if 
you  need  it  take  a  bond  insuring  an  income 
for  life. 

HISTORY   OF   ONE   LEGACY. 

The  famous  Otis  legacy  came  to  the  Board 
in  1879.  The  investments  were  of  a  high 
order  and  were  appraised  at  $1,124,939.58. 
During  the  years  to  1897,  when  it  was  ex- 
hausted, it  was  handled  by  careful  men,  so 
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that  the  income  amounted  to  £297,785.09 
during  the  eighteen  years  that  it  ministered 
so  richly  to  the  nations  of  the  earth.  The 
principal  realized  nearly  $170,000  more  than 
the  appraisal  permitted  the  Board  to  expect. 
This  legacy  being  exhausted,  the  responsi- 
bility rests  upon  the  churches  to  inaugurate 
a  Forward  Movement  to  increase  contribu- 
tions by  at  least  $100,000  per  year. 

FORWARD    nOVEriENT. 

Churches,     Endeavorers,    Sunday= 

Schools,  Individuals. 

Since  the  meeting  at  Grand  Rapids,  or 
very  soon  before,  several  missionaries  were 
taken  in  whole  or  in  part  for  individual  sup- 
port. A  lady  in  Connecticut  has  taken  the 
support  of  a  missionary  and  wife  in  Turkey. 
A  young  man  in  Turkey  has  taken  his  own 
support.  A  single  man's  salary  has  been  taken 
by  a  church  in  Bangor,  Me. ;  another  by  a 
church  in  Andover,  Mass.,  while  a  wife  is  sup- 
ported by  a  church  in  Lynn.  A  Sunday-school 
in  Springfield,  Mass.,  supports  a  medical  mis- 
sionary in  Turkey.  An  extra  offering,  on  the 
part  of  the  men  of  a  church  in  Brookline, 
Mass.,  supports  a  missionary  family  in  China. 
Two  missionary  families  are  supported  by  two 
churches  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Two  Endeavor 
Societies  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  support  a  mis- 
sionary in  Africa.  The  Manhattan  Church 
of  New  York  City  has  its  missionary.  So 
also  the  Union  Church  of  Providence,  R.  I. 
Groups  of  Endeavorers  are  supporting  in 
whole  or  in  part  missionaries.  Let  the  good 
work  go  on.  More  than  fifty  missionaries 
are  thus  cared  for,  apart  from  those  sup- 
ported by  the  Woman's  Boards. 
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messages  from  tbe  mission  ? ields. 


Opportunity  for  a  Forward  Movement. 

Rev.  Edward  Fairbank,  Wadale,  India. 

"  The  opportunities  for  enlargement  are  manifest  on 
every  side.  More  churches  need  to  be  established. 
At  present  there  are  nine.  There  is  need  of  at  least 
four  more,  and  at  each  place  there  will  be  found  a 
congregation  of  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  persons. 

"  The  need  of  evangelists  and  Bible  women  was 
never  so  great  as  now.  Hundreds  of  new  converts 
ought  to  be  met  daily  or  weekly  and  be  taught  Chris- 
tian truths.  There  is  no  one  at  present  for  this  work. 
There  is  need  of  at  least  fifteen  Bible  women  and  per- 
haps ten  evangelists. 

"  New  schools  are  needed  on  every  side.  I  feel 
that  there  is  nothing  more  important  at  present  for 
this  people  than  primary  education,  in  which  the  Bible 
has  an  important  part.  One  day  we  counted  seven- 
teen places  now  earnestly  asking  for  schools.  At 
each  of  these  places  the  attendance  would  be  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-five  at  least.  Last  evening  came  a 
new  application.  It  contained  a  list  of  thirty  children 
who  are  ready  to  go  to  school.  In  the  same  place 
there  are  eleven  persons  asking  for  baptism.  Last 
Sunday  I  was  present  at  the  baptism  of  twenty  adults 
and  seven  children  in  a  small  village.  They  asked  for 
a  school-teacher,  and  then  counted  over  thirty  chil- 
dren ready  to  attend  school." 

One  of  Japan's  Preachers. 

Rev.  Hilton  Pedley. 
"  A  young  man,  Asahina  by   name,  was   violently 
opposed  to  Christianity.     He  fought  it  in  public  and 
private  and  even  went  north  as  far  as  our  province  to 
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take  the  stump  against  the  new  religion.  While  in 
our  region  he  came  into  contact  with  Christian  people, 
was  set  to  thinking  over  his  past  life,  and  finally  sur- 
rendered to  Christ.  Since  his  conversion,  about  three 
or  four  years  ago,  he  has  been  willing  to  do  any  work 
that  he  could  find  in  order  to  support  himself.  He 
has  besides  devoted  himself  to  church  work.  A  couple 
of  years  ago  he  was  put  in  charge  of  a  little  preaching 
place  in  a  rough  town  at  a  salary  of  $3  per  month, 
and  until  last  fall  continued  to  do  most  faithful  work 
there.  Last  September  he  entered  the  Theological 
School  in  Kyoto  and  in  a  little  poem  just  out  in  the 
Mission  News  he  has  set  forth  his  joy  in  his  work, 
and  thankfulness  to  God.'' 

We  need  a  Forward  Movement  in  order  to  multiply 
such  men  in  all  our  missions. 

Encouragement   to  a    Forward   Move= 
ment. 

Rev.  Robert  Hume,  D.D.,  Ahmednagar,  India. 

"  Last  Sunday  thirty-one  adults  entered  into  cov- 
enant with  the  first  church  in  Ahmednagar  on  pro- 
fession of  faith,  of  whom  eleven  were  baptized,  be- 
cause they  are  from  Hinduism  direct,  and  twenty 
had  been  baptized  in  childhood  on  the  faith  of  Chris- 
tian parents.  Also  twelve  children  were  baptized. 
The  same  day  ten  adults  were  baptized  and  received 
into  communion  in  one  village  church  in  my  district. 
Others  who  were  asking  for  admission  to  that  church 
were  left  for  more  instruction.  In  the  Mahar  quarter 
of  the  town  of  Kinhi,  a  small  town  in  my  district,  a 
few  months  ago  there  were  only  a  few  professed 
Christians.  Now  of  ninety-three  persons,  old  and 
young,  in  that  district,  sixty-three  are  baptized,  and 
several  of  the  remaining  thirty  are  asking  for  baptism. 
With  some  ignorance  and  weakness  it  is  a  sincere 
mass  movement  towards  Christ." 
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A  Place  the   Forward   Movement  can 
Help. 

Rev.  F.  W.  Macallum,  Marash,  Turkey. 

M  The  Theological  Seminary  had  an  endowment  of 
about  $1,800  contributed  about  twenty  years  ago  by 
the  Christians  of  Marash,  the  income  of  which 
amounts  now  to  nearly  $100  annually.  Apart  from 
this  the  seminary  is  supported  by  the  American  Board. 
The  yearly  expense  of  conducting  the  institution  in 
a  satisfactory  manner  would  be  $875.  This  year's 
appropriation  from  the  American  Board  was  $380; 
from  our  endowment  we  got  about  $100,  in  all  $480. 
The  question  that  is  troubling  us  is  in  whose  pocket 
that  $395  has  been  detained,  and  in  the  mean  time, 
while  those  who  have  our  money  are  waking  up  to 
the  fact,  what  are  we  to  do?  This  seminary  has  the 
privilege  of  training  men  for  the  pulpits  of  Cilicia; 
such  places  as  Antioch  and  Tarsus  are  in  our  field. 
In  fact,  this  whole  region  is  full  of  the  most  interest- 
ing memories  of  the  early  days  of  Christianity.  Our 
ideal  is  high;  we  aim  to  give  a  theological  training 
equal  to  that  furnished  by  the  best  seminaries  in  Amer- 
ica. This  is  the  only  way  to  stop  the  exodus  of 
preachers  to  foreign  lands,  from  which  our  work  has 
suffered  so  much  in  the  past.  The  number  of  pastors 
and  preachers  in  our  churches,  while  not  as  large  as 
we  could  wish,  shows  |hat  our  seminary  is  not  failing 
to  make  a  deep  impression  on  the  country." 

India's  Boys  Calling  for  a  Forward 
flovement. 

Miss  A.  x\bbott,  Bombay,  India. 

"  I  have  two  schools  for  boys  that  the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  cannot 
support  for  want  of  money.     They  exist  on  money 
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sent  to  me  as  personal  gifts.  They  are  cramped  for 
space  and  manned  by  underpaid  teachers.  If  I  had 
the  money  I  would  secure  twice  or  thrice  the  room 
I  have  already  on  one  street,  employ  three  teachers 
of  best  qualifications,  and  so  have  a  school  of  a 
hundred  or  more  boys  from  the  Bene-Israelites  and 
the  higher  classes  of  Hindus,  every  boy  under  Chris- 
tian influence,  learning  God's  Word  with  his  alphabet 
and  up  through  his  arithmetic  and  history.  What  an 
opportunity  lost  for  want  of  money  !  The  people  are 
desirous  that  I  should  do  this  very  thing,  only  money 
wanting.  They  say,  ■  If  you  will  open  a  good  school 
for  our  boys,  every  boy  and  girl  in  this  vicinity  is 
yours.' " 

The  Girls  of  Turkey  in   the   Forward 
Movement. 

Miss  L.  Foreman,  Aintab. 

"  Since  the  massacres  the  Lord  has  been  very  ap- 
parently opening  the  way  for  more  aggressive  work. 
Appeals  for  teachers  come  to  us  from  all  sides,  and 
the  number  of  girls  desiring  to  enter  our  seminary  is 
yearly  increasing.  The  question  is,  how  we  are  going 
to  accommodate  so  many.  The  girls  rarely  forget  the 
religious  teaching  they  have  received,  and  when  they 
go  home  the  younger  members  of  the  family,  and 
sometimes  the  parents  as  well,  receive  much  help  from 
them  in  their  spiritual  lives. 

"  Our  school  is  essentially  a  home  and  the  religious 
training  one  of  the  most  important  features  of  it. 
Especial  attention  is  given  to  Bible  study  and  to  per- 
sonal talks  with  the  girls.  The  influence  of  the  latter 
was  particularly  manifest  in  our  school  last  year.  It 
developed  the  same  spirit  in  the  girls  and  they  in  turn 
talked  with  their  companions  about  becoming  Chris- 
tians." 
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Ninety-Two  Dollars  and   Forty  Cents. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Farnsworth,  D.D.,  Cesarea. 

"We  reached  home  Monday,  October  17,  having 
been  out  twenty-six  days,  traveled  285  miles,  visited 
eight  out-stations,  at  four  of  which  we  had  communion 
services  and  baptized  twenty -five  children.  We  prom- 
ised aid,  from  special  gifts  in  my  hand,  to  the  amount 
of  $92.40.  By  means  of  this  one  preacher  is  put  into 
the  work,  three  male  teachers,  one  of  whom  will  also 
act  as  preacher,  and  three  girls'  schools  are  started 
that  will  have  some  help  from  the  Board." 

Can  there  be  better  use  for  Forward  Move- 
ment money? 

The    Christian    Workers    of     Madura 
Station. 

Rev.  John  S.  Chandler,  Madura. 

"  They  are  divided  into  three  general  classes,  viz., 
pastors,  catechists,  and  teachers. 

"  Madura  used  to  be  a  fortified  town,  and  the  sites 
of  our  four  churches  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
four  gates,  which  have  long  since  disappeared. 

"  Let  me  introduce  to  you  our  four  pastors.  Rev. 
Yesadian  Samuel  Taylor,  pastor  of  the  East  Gate 
Church,  has  the  names  of  his  father,  his  boyhood,  and 
his  first  missionary,  in  the  order  given.  His  church 
pays  his  salary,  but  with  some  difficulty.  He  has  in 
his  audience  the  girls  of  our  High  School,  numbering 
more  than  a  hundred. 

"  Rev.  James  Rowland,  of  the  West  Gate  Church 
(or  Emmanuel  Church),  is  a  good  financier,  and  keeps 
his  church  income  well  ahead,  so  that  they  not  only 
pay  his  salary  and  that  of  the  sexton  in  full,  but  also 
share  with  the  mission  the  expense  of  a  school  kept 
near  the  church.     He  started  life  as  a  policeman,  but 
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left  that  to  be  a  writer  in  the  mission  treasurer's  office, 
and  then  by  street  preaching  was  led  forward  to  desire 
the  pastoral  office. 

"  Rev.  Savarimuttu  Simon,  of  the  North  Gate 
Church,  is  our  best  preacher,  but  his  church  is  a  small 
one,  and  receives  a  little  help  from  the  Native  Evan- 
gelical Society  towards  paying  the  pastor's  salary. 
Many  years  ago  his  father  was  watchman  for  the  mis- 
sion treasury. 

"  Rev.  Maduranayagam  Nallatambi,  of  the  South 
Gate  Church,  is  the  son  of  the  deacon  of  the  West 
Gate  Church.  He  is  our  youngest  and  most  active 
worker,  and  assists  me  in  the  care  of  a  limited  region 
outside  the  city. 

"The  catechists  number  eight  men  working  in  the 
villages,  and  two  more  here  in  the  city,  one  being 
superannuated.  They  furnish  the  force  to  itinerate 
around  among  the  villages  where  no  Christians  are  to 
be  found,  from  ten  to  twenty  miles  in  all  directions." 

The  Forward  Movement  will  hasten  the 
work  of  raising  such  men  for  the  saving"  of 
India. 

The  Harvest  Awaiting. 

Miss  Meda  Hess,  Marash. 
"  The  next  place,  Chevalge,  reached  after  a  hard 
day's  journey  beyond  Yeniji  Colla,  was  utterly  wiped 
out  during  the  massacre,  but  a  remnant  has  returned 
who  escaped  famine  and  typhus  in  Zeitun,  and  these 
for  convenient  nearness  to  their  fields  have  separated 
into  four  villages.  We  rode  up  to  one  of  these  places 
through  fields  of  ripening  grain,  and  this  seemed  typ- 
ical of  the  spiritual  harvest  awaiting  us.  Here,  too, 
we  have  had  a  school  and  there  were  two  Protestant 
families  at  least.  In  the  home  of  one  of  these,  Brother 
Joseph,  we  gathered  at  sunrise  with  fifteen  or  twenty 
who  wished  to  be  examined  for  church  membership. 


One  of  the  first  to  be  questioned  was  a  stalwart  young 
muleteer,  whom  all  had  known  for  a  very  wicked  man. 
He  said  he  had  cared  for  nothing  but  worldly  pros- 
perity, but  the  massacres  had  proved  to  him  how  little 
security  there  is  in  this  world  and  that  he  wanted 
something  lasting.  Brother  Joseph  had  spoken  to 
him  about  his  soul's  salvation,  though  he  had  been  so 
angry  at  him  for  not  working  on  Sunday  that  he  had 
left  him  to  come  a  five  days'  journey  alone.  He  said 
he  could  n't  read,  but  that  he  could  and  would  learn  if 
I  would  send  him  a  Bible,  and  that  he  would  read  it 
to  his  wife,  too.  When  asked  if  he  would  help  sup- 
port a  school  or  religious  services,  he  promised  to  do 
so,  and  it  turned  out  that  since  this  little  band  had 
found  the  Saviour  they  have  met  weekly  and  brought 
a  collection,  though  often  it  could  only  be  a  penny 
each,  as  money  is  all  but  unknown  in  that  village  these 
times.  All  need  instruction  and  they  say,  '  You  see 
our  destitute  condition;  but  we  are  not  asking  for 
help,  only  send  us  a  minister  !  '  " 

It  is  to  gather  such  harvests  that  we  ask 
a  Forward  Movement. 

FINALLY. 

Our  people  only  need  to  know  the  opportunities. 
We  desire  to  give  help  to  you  and  others  in  rallying 
about  this  world-wide  work  of  the  American  Board. 
Please  send  names  on  the  accompanying  blank  to  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Swett,  Congregational  House,  Boston, 
Mass. 
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Co  Pastors  and  friends  of  foreign  missions, 


The  evangelization  of  the  world  is  a  question  which 
every  pastor  desires  to  answer  and  which  should  be 
placed  before  every  church  for  its  answer. 

Are  you  aware  that  the  American  Board 
has  in  foreign  lands 

539  American  Missionaries, 
1,500  Centers  of  Work, 
3,000  Native  Laborers, 
47,000  Christian  Members  of  its  Churches, 
4,600  Members  received  last  year. 
1,100  Christian  Schools  and  Colleges, 
56,000  Native  Pupils, 

10  Hospitals,    30     Dispensaries,     and 
200,000  persons  treated  last  year? 

The  Board  has  never  enrolled  a  more  devoted  body 
of  workers  than  now.  The  opportunities  for  work 
and  enlargement  give  promise  of  new  achievement 
for  the  Master. 

The  hopes  of  the  Board  are  shadowed  by  lack  of 
funds  for  its  work.  Money  is  the  great  need;  money 
instinct  with  prayer  and  self-denial.  The  possibilities 
are  only  limited  by  the  means.  We  earnestly  desire  a 
gift  from  every  church,  under  the  painstaking  lead  ot 
pastor  and  officers.  We  would  eliminate  from  our  think- 
ing non-contributing  churches.  In  every  church  is 
some  one  with  a  gift  for  missions.  Give  the  opportunity. 

We  need  you  and  your  gifts,  small  and  great.  We 
need  an  advance  in  giving.  Please  read  the  story  of 
the  work  and  its  needs  and  tell  to  others.  Send  gifts, 
be  it  a  dime,  or  a  dollar,  or  a  check,  to 

Frank  H.  Wiggin,    Treasurer, 

Congregational  House,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Will  not  the  pastors,  leaders  in  Christian 
Endeavor  and  Sunday-School  Superintend- 
ents read  and  help  circulate?  The  wide 
scattering  of  such  papers  as  these  is  sure  to 
awaken  interest. 

Please  send  to  tfharles  E.  Swett,  14 
Beacon  Street,  Congregational  House,  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  for  the  special  leaflets,  entitled  :  — 

"A  Message  to  the  Lord's  People." 
"  Notes  from  the  Field  Workers," 
"  Variety  and  Breadth  of  the  Work." 
"Testimonies  to  Missions." 
"The  Missionary  Herald  Extra." 

Will  you  not  help  in  the  circulation  of 
these  and  other  documents  among  the  people 
of  our  churches? 

The  Call  to  Prayer  on  page  2  will  be 
furnished  freely  for  those  who  will  use  and 
distribute. 
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